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A message from 
the Governor

In June 2021, Her Excellency the Honourable 
Barbara Baker AC became Tasmania’s 29th 
Governor and King Charles III’s representative 
in Tasmania. A keen reader and library user, 
Her Excellency gave us this personal message  
of support for Tasmania Reads Week.

HERBERT SPENCER, the 19th 
century English philosopher, 
psychologist, biologist and 
sociologist, who coined the term 
‘survival of the fittest’ in support of 
Darwin’s theories, once made the 
observation that “reading is seeing 
by proxy”.  And a century earlier 
the French Enlightenment political 
philosopher Montesquieu wrote 
that, “To love to read is to exchange 
hours of ennui for hours of delight.”  
These observations astutely 
bookend – no pun intended! – the 
riches to be had from reading, be 
it for acquiring knowledge or the 
pleasure of entertainment, and 

for much else besides:  relaxation, 
companionship, humour, suspense, 
inspiration, wonder, and peace of 
mind in our complex world.

Reading is 
a lifelong 
adventure.  
Reading to infants and toddlers 
is well known to stimulate their 
cognition and help set them up 
to absorb and enjoy early formal 
education.  Learning to write 
goes hand in hand – poor pun 
intended! – with learning to read. 
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Encouraging young people to 
read, including in their own time 
away from school, is especially 
important for their broader 
education. Reading is a healthy 
alternative to the ubiquity of 
electronic devices.  And adult 
reading provides, literally, a world 
of choice – and at very little or no 
cost, wherever there are libraries.

Tasmania Reads Week 2023 
invites Tasmanians to come 
together and celebrate reading 
and storytelling. This is an 
excellent initiative, with three 
bold and enticing themes: Read 
Now, Read Well, Read Local.  
The Week – Sunday 5 to Saturday 
11 March – is part of the national 
Australia Reads campaign. In 
Tasmania, the Week is hosted by 
Libraries Tasmania in association 
with local Councils across our 
island.  It is a perfect opportunity 
to persuade yourself or friends to 
step up your reading and make it 
a habit.

I have been a 
member of a  
book club for  
many years.   
We aim to meet 
approximately 
every two months 
and we take turns 
to choose the 
book, sometimes 
fiction, sometimes 
non-fiction.  

At the meetings, we have lots 
of fun in our discussions of the 
chosen book. Our discussions  
are always lively and enjoyable.  
I encourage you to consider 
starting a book club with friends, 
or perhaps joining a club that 
invites new members.

I congratulate everyone involved 
in this Tasmania Reads Week 
2023. I encourage all Tasmanians 
to accept the positive challenges 
of reading now, reading well, 
and reading locally. 

And, always remember, when 
you are reading a book you are 
never alone!

Her Excellency the Honourable 
Barbara Baker AC

Governor

The Governor will be reading a 
children’s story at Rosny Library 
on Monday 6 March at 10 am. 
Everyone is welcome to join us 
for this special event at the start 
of Tasmania Reads Week.
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Discover and 
rediscover the 
joy of reading
In 2020–2021 Tasmanians borrowed nearly 6 million items from public 
libraries and we bought an untold number of books and eBooks from 
booksellers in the state and online. While more than 40 per cent of the 
population experience reading and writing challenges, there are also thousands 
of keen readers and many in between. The purpose of Tasmania Reads Week 
is to encourage everyone to discover and rediscover the joy of reading and to 
celebrate the work of the very fine creatives who call Tasmania home.

TASMANIA READS WEEK is based 
on the national Australia Reads 
campaign and it involves everyone 
with an interest in promoting 
reading. We have schools, libraries, 
authors, booksellers, publishers, 

festivals, community groups, 
government, businesses, media, 
well known advocates and sporting 
legends all coming together to 
support the ambition of Tasmania 
being a reading state for everyone.
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Why is it important?

Research shows that reading 
is good for us. It’s much more 
relaxing to read a book before bed 
than to check what’s happening 
online on your device; escaping 
into a story has been shown to 
ease stress and experiencing 
life through the pages of a book 
makes us more empathetic. It 
helps expand our understanding 
of what it’s like to walk in someone 
else’s shoes.

Readers are essential if we’re going 
to have a strong local publishing 
industry. This is important because 
we want to read stories which 
reflect our lives, not rely on overseas 
imports that don’t relate to our 
world view. Australian publishers 
support local creators, and this is 
especially important for Aboriginal 
writers and illustrators, whose work 
benefits from deeper understanding 
of Country.

Libraries account for more than 
five per cent of all book sales 
in Australia and the Libraries 
Tasmania team makes sure to buy 
a good selection of Tasmanian 
produced works to support the 
local industry. Keen readers both 
borrow and buy books, often 
trying out new authors with a 
library loan before splashing out 
on a title to keep.

What to expect

During Tasmania Reads Week you 
will see things popping up on the 
news and through social media. 
Libraries and schools will be 
celebrating the week with events, 
author visits and special activities. 
The Tasmania Reads team will be 
travelling around the state, sharing 
books, reading and storytelling, 
and the Tasmania Reads Week 
logo will become a familiar sight.

Arts Tasmania will be promoting 
the winners and shortlisted writers 
from the 2022 Premier’s Literary 
Awards; the JackJumpers mascot 
will be on hand for selfies with the 
book-loving ant, there will be fun 
things to do and free first chapters 
of new release titles available by 
scanning the QR codes you’ll find 
on Metro buses.

How to take part

Head to the website and find an 
event near you; go into your local 
library and ask about Tasmania 
Reads Week, or plan your own 
activity with your community, 
friends and family. There are lots 
of ideas online and through the 
following pages you will find 
inspiration for all ages. It’s not too 
late to make something happen.

In this magazine, you will find 
a preview of a new picture 
book specially produced for 
children; lists of Tasmanian books 
to dip into during the week; 
recommendations from other 
readers; profiles of local authors; 
Q&A with celebrities and more.

And you can always contact us with 
your questions and feedback at 
tasmania.reads@libraries.tas.
gov.au

Pick up a bargain at the 
Friends of the Library, 
Launceston annual book 
sale on Saturday 4 March.

mailto:tasmania.reads%40libraries.tas.gov.au?subject=
mailto:tasmania.reads%40libraries.tas.gov.au?subject=
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What’s happening around the state
These are just a few of the many events taking place in the run up to, and during Tasmania Reads Week. 
Check out the website for more activities near you: libraries.tas.gov.au/TasmaniaReads 

Friday 3 March
Little Tasmanians, a new picture 
book specially produced for the 
state’s youngest residents, will be 
launched by Brand Tasmania.

Saturday 4 March
Stock up on reading materials 
at the Friends of the Library, 
Launceston’s annual book sale 
from 9 am to 1 pm at St Ailbes Hall 
on Margaret Street, Launceston. 

Monday 6 March
Her Excellency the Governor of 
Tasmania will read a children’s 
picture book to kids at Rosny Library 
at 10 am. Everyone welcome.

Aunty Patsy Cameron will talk 
about her award-winning book 
Sea Country on the University 
of Tasmania UCTV Alive for Kids 
channel from 2 pm to 2:30 pm. 
Schools around the state will be 
tuning in with years 5 and 6 students.

Thursday 9 March
The big day Australia-wide, with 
the Reading Hour taking place and 
national live streamed events in the 
morning and the evening. Find out 
more at australiareads.org.au

Terror Australis and Libraries 
Tasmania will announce the winner 
of a children’s writing competition, 
launched back in October at the 
Huonville-based festival with a 
closing date of 20 February.

All week
Gary Files will 
perform his one-
man-show in the 
Allport Library 
and Museum of 
Fine Arts at the State Library in 
Hobart. Jack the Jumper, Percy the 
Possum and local authors will visit 
Huonville, Launceston, Penguin, 
Queenstown and Sorell, hosting 

events in schools and libraries 
for all ages. Check the Libraries 
Tasmania website for days and 
times. Libraries.tas.gov.au/
TasmaniaReads

Libraries Tasmania is hosting daily 
events in libraries across the State. 
Here are some of the highlights.

North West
Wednesday 8 March 5:30 pm to 
7 pm join best-selling author Rees 
Campbell at Smithton Library to 
learn about growing edible native 
plants and living more sustainably.

Thursday 9 March 11 am to 4 pm 
Europa poets, Storytime, authors 
and a sausage sizzle at Burnie Library.

Saturday 11 March 11 am come along 
to Wynyard Library for a special 
Tasmanian-themed Storytime.

North
‘Library on the lawn’ sees libraries 
popping up outdoors from 3 
pm to 5 pm for book borrowing, 
tech help, Storytime and ‘books 
on prescription’ for health and 
wellbeing; Monday 6 March 
Mural Park, Sheffield; Tuesday 7 
March next to Ulverstone Library; 
Wednesday 8 March Cenotaph 
Reserve, Latrobe; Thursday 9 
March, opposite the paranaple 
convention centre, Devonport.

Stompin Youth Dance Company 
takes over Launceston Library in 
the evenings from Wednesday 
8 to Sunday 12 March, with five 
performances of its work Multi-
Story, as part of the Ten Days on 
the Island festival.

North East
There will be pop up libraries at 
Flinders District High School on 
Wednesday 8 March from 10 am; 
Winnaleah District High School on 
Thursday 9 March from 11:15 am.

On Wednesday 8 March, head to 
St Helens Library at 10:30 am for a 
local author book chat and morning 
tea or to Ringarooma Library at 
1:30 pm for a Storytime picnic.

For the Reading Hour from 6 pm 
to 7 pm on Thursday 9 March, 
George Town Hub will be hosting 
a pyjama party with a guest 
storyteller, pizza, games and 
giveaways, and the next day in the 
same spot, there will be a special 
Storytime with puppies from 
Guide Dogs Tasmania.

South and East
Monday 6 March Hobart Library will 
launch a Read to Work audiobook 
challenge for commuters.

Wednesday 8 March Clarence 
Plains Children and Family 
Learning Centre will be celebrating 
its eleventh birthday and Tasmania 
Reads Week with a teddy bears’ 
picnic from 11 am to 1 pm. 

Thursday 9 March from 10 am to 
3 pm there will be a ‘library on the 
lawn’ event at Glenorchy Library. 
Then at 3:30 pm Rosny Library will 
be holding a twilight reading fair 
through to 7 pm, while Kingston 
Library will hold a Crime and Wine 
Reading Hour event from 5 pm  
to 7 pm.

Friday 10 March at 10:30 am you 
can be one of the first to try a 
new story walk with writer and 
illustrator Margie Kirk at Dru Point 
Bicentennial Park.

http://australiareads.org.au
http://Libraries.tas.gov.au/TasmaniaReads
http://Libraries.tas.gov.au/TasmaniaReads
http://libraries.tas.gov.au/TasmaniaReads
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What sports stars 
read when they’re 

not on court
The JackJumpers burst into the National Basketball League in 
2021, reaching the NBL Finals in their first season. We’ve been 

cheering for these heroes of the Tasmanian sports scene. 

Now they’re cheering for Tasmania Reads Week. We talked to 
two of the players about how reading features in their lives.
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Captain of the team, 
CLINT STEINDL, 
has had a decade 
as a professional 
basketball player  
in Australia and,  
for a couple of years, 
in Europe. With a 
young family, he’s 
happy to see his kids 
enjoying books.

Which sort of books  
do you read?

I am currently doing my Masters in 
Secondary Teaching. So, the only 
books right now that I’m reading 
are textbooks. Diving into those 
and pulling out information and 
bits and pieces I need to complete 
assignments. 

But when I get time to read other 
things, I’m into self-help books. 
Reading about someone else’s 
adversity and how they have found 
their way through certain things 
can be really helpful. You just take 
snippets from each book or each 
person you listen to and put it into 
your lifestyle and see how you go.

I’m not into fiction. I read the first 
Harry Potter book back in high 
school. And American Sniper [the 
autobiography of US Navy SEAL 
Chris Kyle] – but I can’t remember 
if I read the book because of the 
movie or the other way round.

What about sports  
related books? 

I have read one on Darren Lockyer 
[former professional rugby league 
footballer and TV commentator]. 
He was an idol when I was growing 
up. I’ve also read a couple on Tiger 
Woods. My favourite is The Big 
Miss, written by a former coach. It’s 
about when Tiger was growing up 
as a kid up until towards the end 
of his career, when I guess he was 
facing a lot of adversity on and off 
the golf course. That was a very 
interesting read. 

Do you have any  
childhood favourites? 

There is one that sticks out and it’s 
Where’s Wally? There was always 
a page where I just couldn’t find 
the guy. 

What do your own  
kids like to read?

Noah is almost three and he loves 
to read. With picture books, he 
will point out everything that he 
sees and ask “what is that?” even 
though he knows exactly what it is. 
He wants you to say it. We do a lot 
of reading with Noah. 

One book that he likes is about the 
monkey Curious George. There’s a 
number of little stories in there. He 
is a mischievous little thing, always 
getting himself in a mess but then 
finds his way out of it and some 
good comes of it. 

We made Noah a library member 
last year. We were at the park, and 
it started raining so we went to 
the library and we signed him up. 
He borrowed four dinosaur books 
straight away.

Clint (left), Jarred and the team support Tasmania Reads Week.
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JARRED BAIRSTOW 
grew up playing 
basketball, played 
through college and 
had one season with 
the Brisbane Bullets, 
but then didn’t play 
for a good few years 
as he completed a 
degree as a medical 
engineer and started 
his career in that 
field. A call from Perth 
brought him back into 
the game and, after 
a season with the 
Wildcats, he moved to 
the JackJumpers. 

 How often do you read?

My wife and I read most nights 
before bed, it’s our wind down 
routine, so we read pretty much 
every day. 

Which sort of books  
do you read?

Like Clint, self-help. I have dabbled 
in a little bit of fiction but mainly 
self-help books. 

One that’s really left of field, which 
I found fascinating, was a women’s 
health book that Maddie [Jarred’s 
wife] was reading. It’s called 
Expecting Better and it’s written 
by a professor of economics. She 
looks at recommendations about 
pregnancy and then she breaks 
down the pros and cons of the 
accepted wisdom versus the 
science. It shows that sometimes 
what women are told is fact is just 
wrong and I’m sure that applies to 
a lot of other areas. 

When it comes to fiction, I like 
science fiction. The most recent 
book I’ve read was Dune. I 
watched the movie and went back 
and read the book which is nearly 
60 years old but it’s still pretty 
good. I enjoyed that. I’ve also read 
all the Harry Potter books.

How did reading help you 
when you were studying?

I think reading from a young age 
helped, because there’s so much 
reading, especially with literature 
reviews, when you’re studying to 
be a medical engineer and when 
you’re working in the industry. 
So, if you’re a slow reader or you 
struggle to interpret things, it can 
be really difficult to get through the 
volume of material. Establishing 
that base of reading at a young age 
really helped me a lot. 

Do you ever listen  
to audiobooks?

I am more of a podcast guy. I think 
audiobooks lose a little something 
in terms of storytelling. I much 
prefer to read from a piece of 
paper or on the Kindle.

Are you a member  
of the library?

I am a member of the library and so 
is my family. We’ve been members 
for quite some time. 

The JackJumpers are proud to 
support Tasmania Reads Week! 
Like all Tasmanians, the players and 
coaches are very hopeful that the 
JackJumpers will again be playing 
in the 2023 NBL finals series this 
March. So, while Clint and Jarred 
won’t be able to join in the reading 
fun during Tasmania Reads Week, 
our cover star Jack the Jumper, 
the team’s mascot, will be visiting 
schools and libraries around the 
state in March to encourage kids to 
read more books.
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Establishing that 
base of reading at 
a young age really 
helped me a lot. 

“
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Tasmanian 
Literary 
Awards 2022
In December 2022, the reinvigorated Tasmanian Literary Awards concluded with a bang 
as the winners of all award categories, including the People’s Choice, were announced 
by Attorney General and Minister for the Arts, Elise Archer, at a gala event at the Theatre 
Royal in Hobart.

FIRST OFFERED IN 2001,  
the biennial awards, previously 
known as the Premier’s Literary 
Prizes, celebrate Tasmanian literary 
achievement, Tasmanian authors 
and illustrators, and provide 
an opportunity to recognise 
new Tasmanian voices and 
perspectives. 

The awards were to be offered 
in 2019 but put on hold for a 
time due to COVID-19. This 
pause provided an opportunity 
for the awards to be revamped, 
reimagined, and revitalised – 
with a view to offering a more 
contemporary and relevant 
suite of awards in 2022, with a 
substantially increased prize pool 
of $125,000.

In 2022, the awards included 
seven categories, with a stronger 
focus on celebrating and sharing 
Tasmanian stories and Tasmanian 
writers – and to recognise 
Tasmanian writing in its many 
different forms. New categories 
included writing for children and 
young people, poetry, fiction, non-
fiction, and a Tasmanian Aboriginal 
writer’s fellowship.

Ms Archer noted that introducing 
new prize categories and 
increasing the total prize pool 
were important and timely steps 
in recognising and supporting 
Tasmania’s active and diverse 
literary sector. 

“The Tasmanian Literary Awards 
are now truly Tasmanian, only 
being open to Tasmanians, and 
give us a chance to formally 
recognise some of our most 
exceptional contemporary books, 
written by our most treasured and 
respected Tasmanian authors,” 
said Ms Archer.

“They also give us an opportunity 
to recognise and nurture new 
voices – to celebrate our strong 
culture of the written word here 
in Tasmania, and to recognise 
the inspiration we draw from 
the beauty and isolation of our 
island home, and of course, to 
acknowledge our own thriving 
literary community.”

The Tasmanian Government has 
increased its investment in the 
awards from $25,000 in 2019, 
to $115,000 in 2022, further 

demonstrating its support for this 
vital part of Tasmania’s cultural and 
creative industries. The remaining 
$10,000 contribution is from long-
term supporter of the awards, the 
University of Tasmania.

The awards received a record-
breaking number of entries in 2022, 
with more than 270 submissions in 
total. These were judged by  
20 sector professionals (including 
writers, academics, published 
authors, historians, professors, 
editors, and journalists) across seven 
independent judging panels.

“The judges faced a challenging 
task but managed to choose 
40 entries for longlisting. These 
longlists featured books across a 
diverse range of genres, and are a 
wonderful starting point for those 
who want to read some of the best 
Tasmanian stories by Tasmanian 
writers,” said Ms Archer.

Several entries were then 
shortlisted in each award category, 
before the most difficult stage 
of the judging process began – 
determining the winners.
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2022 Tasmanian  
Literary Awards winners

The Premier’s Prize  
for Fiction

The Labyrinth by 
AMANDA LOHREY  
(Text Publishing)

$25,000

The Premier’s Prize  
for Non-fiction

Flight Lines: across the 
globe on a journey with the 
astonishing ultramarathon 
birds by ANDREW DARBY 
(Allen & Unwin)

$25,000

The Minister for the Arts’ 
Prize for Books for Young 
Readers and Children

Ella and the Ocean by 
LIAN TANNER, illustrated 
by JONATHAN BENTLEY 
(Allen & Unwin)

$25,000

The Tim Thorne  
Prize for Poetry

Intimate, low-voiced, 
delicate things by 
ESTHER OTTAWAY 
(Puncher & Wattmann)

$25,000

The University of Tasmania Prize  
(for a new unpublished work by a Tasmanian writer)  
(funded by the University of Tasmania)

The Sand by CAMERON HINDRUM

$10,000

Margaret Scott Tasmanian Young Writer’s Fellowship  
(for a young Tasmanian writer aged 30 years and under)

STEPHANIE JACK

$5,000

Tasmanian Aboriginal Writer’s Fellowship  
(for unpublished and published Aboriginal and Torres  
Strait Islander writers living in Tasmania)

JENNIFER EVANS

$10,000

The full longlists and shortlists for all award categories can be found at:  
arts.tas.gov.au/tasliteraryawards/home

The prestigious list of past winners include Richard Flanagan, Nicholas 
Shakespeare, James Boyce, and Quentin Beresford. The prizes have  
also recognised young and emerging writers like Robbie Arnott,  
Sam George-Allen, and Erin Hortle.

https://www.arts.tas.gov.au/tasliteraryawards/home
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From L to R: Dr Jennifer Evans, Andrew Darby, Lian Tanner, Hon Elise Archer MP, Stephanie Jack, Cameron Hindrum, 
and Esther Ottaway.

.

Readers were also encouraged to have their say on the shortlisted books in  
the People’s Choice Awards. The winners of the People’s Choice Awards were:

People’s Choice Award  
for Books for Young  
Readers and Children

Sea Country  by AUNTY PATSY 
CAMERON & LISA KENNEDY  
(Magabala Books)

People’s Choice Award  
for Poetry

Intimate, low-voiced, delicate 
things by ESTHER OTTAWAY 
(Puncher & Wattmann)

People’s Choice Award 
for Non-fiction

 

Truth-Telling: history, sovereignty, 
and the Uluru Statement  
by HENRY REYNOLDS   
(NewSouth)

People’s Choice Award  
for Fiction

Cold Coast   
by ROBYN MUNDY   
(Ultimo Press)

The Tasmanian Literary Awards are administered by Arts Tasmania on behalf of the Tasmanian Government,  
with support from the University of Tasmania. The next awards will take place in 2024.

For more information, visit arts.tas.gov.au/tasliteraryawards/home

https://www.arts.tas.gov.au/tasliteraryawards/home
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Get on board 
with books

DURING TASMANIA READS 2023, we will be asking Tasmanians 
to let us know your favourite things to read on the bus. We will have 
giveaways and prizes and can’t wait to hear from you all. We will also 
be providing recommendations from our bus operators, engineering 
team and administrative staff about what they like to read.

When you are on the bus, check out the First Chapters QR Stories 
codes to get free access to the first chapters of new books written by 
Tasmanian and Australian authors. This is a great way to start reading 
local stories by local writers.

We can’t wait to see you on the bus with a book, magazine, 
newspaper or eReader!

Metro Tasmania is a proud supporter of 
Libraries Tasmania and is excited to be a part 
of Tasmania Reads 2023. Metro recognises 
that reading is a fundamental skill, enabling us 
to navigate everyday life and can be a source 
of joy and relaxation. We encourage all of our 
customers, our people and the community to 
get on board with Tasmania Reads and get on 
board with Metro.



Burnie: 
Samantha, 
Bus Operator 
Samantha is a mum, 
a bus operator for 
Metro in Burnie and an 
avid reader. She has 
been reading since 
she was a child and 
now enjoys reading to 
her own kids.

Why do you like to read?

I find reading a great way to relax 
and de-stress from life’s chaos. 
Reading has helped me through 
some tough times in my life, 
especially health challenges when 
I was younger.

These days, I really like to read 
when I am on my break between 
trips. I’ve been spotted reading a 
book in the cab of my bus on a five 
minute break between trips and 
I almost always spend my longer 
breaks in the depot meal room 
with a book.

For me, reading is a wonderful 
source of inspiration and escape. 
I like to read true stories that focus 
on the empowerment of women 
or about people who have lived 
through difficult experiences and 
triumphed over adversity. I also 
love that fantasy novels can create 
a completely different world that 
allows you to immerse yourself and 
travel to another universe without 
leaving your house.

Why do you think reading  
is important?

Reading encourages you to 
embrace language that we 
don’t use every day, it expands 
our vocabulary and sparks 
imagination. I believe that reading 
encourages a love of learning and 
ongoing education.

I started collecting books for 
my son the day I found out I was 
pregnant and when he was born, 
he had 91 books ready for him. 
I love to read to my kids and 
hope to inspire their own lifelong 
relationship with books.

Samantha believes that there is 
a book, newspaper or comic out 
there for everyone, so pick one, join 
her on the bus and start reading.

For Samantha, reading is 
about inspiration and escape.
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Launceston: 
Shane, Bus 
Operator 
Shane is an 
adventurous home 
cook, a bus operator 
based at our 
Launceston depot 
and newspaper 
aficionado.

Why do you like to read 
newspapers?

I like to stay up to date with what is 
happening in my local community 
but also think it’s important to have 
an understanding of what is going 
on the wider world, Australia  
and beyond.

I am a country boy at heart and 
still like to read the agricultural 
and rural newspaper to stay across 
what is going on in the rural sector. 
With the recent spikes in food 
prices (lettuce for $10!) and no 
potatoes for love or money in any 
of the supermarkets, the state of 
the farming sector has really come 
to attention of us all.

Before I was a bus operator, I 
trained as a painter and I also 
like to read home improvement 
magazines. I like to get fresh ideas 
for renovations and learn how to 
do new things around the house.

One of my favourite newspapers 
also includes recipes and I have 
been trying a few out on my family. 
A recent success was a vegetarian 
Bolognese dish.

Why do you think reading  
is important?

It’s important to be informed 
about what is happening in your 
community and in the world and 
reading about current affairs and 
local and world events is an easy 
way to do this. It can be a way to 
learn new things and be a catalyst 
that makes me think a little deeper.

I’ve been reading since I was a kid 
and I read to my children when 
they were little. I hope that my love 
of reading has rubbed off on them 
as well. 

Shane believes that reading is a 
skill for life and a portable hobby, 
and whether on a break on road or 
in the meal room, a newspaper is 
never too far away.
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The newspaper is Shane’s 
go-to for news and recipes.



“Books can change the 
  world for good,” says Kim.
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Hobart:  
Kim, General 
Manager 
Corporate 
Services 
Kim is Metro’s General 
Manager Corporate 
Services, a lifelong 
book lover who reads 
at home or at sea.

Why do you like to read?

I have to do a lot of reading in 
my job; legislation, policies and 
procedures, and more reports 
than you poke a stick at, but I 
still enjoying relaxing at home 
with a book. I have loved to read 
since childhood and could often 
be found sitting on the floor 
engrossed in a book. 

I read everything from history, 
biographies and longform articles 
to mystery and thriller novels.  
I also have a soft spot for  
re-reading old favourites.

During the pandemic, I could 
escape to 1930s London, a small 
town in Sicily or Hogwarts even 
when we couldn’t leave the house. 
Reading sparks your imagination 
in a way that movies or television 
simply can’t – the way that words 
can evoke the smell of cooking or 
give you a shiver down your back. 
Words are powerful and books can 
change the world for good.

Why do you think reading  
is important?

Reading unlocks a lifetime of 
learning opportunities, allows you 
to indulge your curiosity and you 
can take it everywhere you go 
even to places without Wi-Fi (such 
as the middle of Bass Strait)!

It is one of the most essential 
skills you can have, and I strongly 
support the work that Libraries 

Tasmania and 26TEN are doing 
to improve literacy and numeracy 
skills in our community. 

Reading has helped set Kim up 
for life and has been a constant 
companion everywhere she 
goes. Kim recognises that 
her love of learning has been 
enriched through reading and 
she encourages anyone who may 
want to improve their reading 
and writing to get in touch with 
Libraries Tasmania.

To nominate your favourite book 
to read on the bus or for more 
information about Metro Tasmania 
services, visit metrotas.com.au 
or follow on Facebook.

http://www.metrotas.com.au
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Try something 
new; try something 
Tasmanian

No matter which genre is your favourite, 
there’s a book for most tastes by a Tasmanian 
writer. These are some recent bestsellers by 
local authors for anyone who’s wondering 
what to read during Tasmania Reads Week.

Literary fiction

The Labyrinth, 
winner of the 
2021 Miles 
Franklin Literary 
Award and the 
2022 Tasmanian 
Literary Awards 
prize for fiction, 

is the eighth novel from multi-
award-winning novelist Amanda 
Lohrey. It’s a beautifully written 
book about finding meaning in 
memories and solitude.

Political thriller

Bruny by local 
author Heather 
Rose is about 
a disturbing 
future for 
Bruny Island. 
It seemed far-
fetched when 

it was released in 2019 but feels 
remarkably credible today.

Debut novels

The Octopus 
and I by Erin 
Hortle has been 
described as “a 
stunning debut 
novel”. It’s set 
in the Tasman 
Peninsula 

and covers the whole gamut of 
emotions as a woman recovers 
from major surgery and draws 
strength from the local octopuses.

Described by 
Goodreads as 
“outlandish”, 
Adam Ouston’s 
Waypoints 
takes the story 
of Houdini’s 
failed attempt 

to fly across Australia in an early 
airplane and winds it around a 
grieving widower’s determination 
to recreate the feat.
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Short stories

Reviewers agree 
that Ben Walter’s 
collection of 
tales, What 
Fear Was, 
ranges from 
darkly funny 
to moving and 

nightmarish. He has a unique style 
and a wild imagination.

In Born Into 
This, Adam 
Thompson 
takes readers 
on an often 
uncomfortable 
journey through 
the experiences 

of Aboriginal people in Tasmania. 
He uses his incredible storytelling 
skills to keep readers engaged 
even through the darker passages.

Biography

If you want to 
know about real 
life, Ten Steps 
to Nanette 
is comedian 
Hannah 
Gadsby’s 
honest, high 

intensity, funny reflection on 
growing up queer in Tasmania. 
She brings her trademark humour 
to a frequently difficult and 
disturbing story.

History

When 
Cassandra 
Pybus’ award 
winning 
Truganini was 
published in 
2020, there 
was a sense 

that, finally, there was a book that 
gave this extraordinary Aboriginal 
woman full credit for her resilience 
in the face of extreme adversity. 

Similarly, 
Tongerlongeter 
by Henry 
Reynolds 
and Nicholas 
Clements 
reframes the 
man who led 

the Aboriginal people of Oyster 
Bay in their resistance to European 
occupation as a war hero and 
masterful leader of a nation.

Environment

Toxic by Richard 
Flanagan sets 
out the issues 
that have divided 
communities 
around salmon 
farming in 
Tasmania.

Adventure

Undiscovered 
Tasmania by 
Rochelle and 
Wally Dare is 
billed as the 
locals’ guide to 

adventure in the state. Part coffee 
table book, with its marvellous 
photographs, and part inspiration 
to get off the sofa and head into 
the wilds.

Rural

Great Properties 
of Tasmania by 
Richard Allen 
and Kimbal 
Baker takes 
us behind the 
scenes of some 

of the state’s sprawling private 
estates, delving into their histories
and modern-day contribution 
as food production and farming 
centres.

 

Home and garden

The Good Life 
is gardener, 
change 
activist and 
TV presenter 
Hannah 
Moloney’s first 

book and draws on a lifetime 
devoted to living sustainably and 
gives practical ways we can all 
make a positive difference. 

There are 

plenty of other 

Tasmanian writers 

and illustrators 

across even more 

genres – head 

into your local 

bookshop or 

library to find 

more great reads 

and see pages 28 

and 29 for library 

team picks.
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Help someone 
become a reader 
with 26TEN 

In Tasmania, there are many people who could 
use help to improve their skills and confidence 
with reading, writing and numbers. There are lots 
of reasons why people lack these skills and with 
just a little encouragement they can get back on 
the reading path. Find out how you can support 
them with the 26TEN chat.

26TEN is the most successful 
long-term literacy campaign for 
adults in Australia. We are lucky to 
have this government-supported 
strategy which brings together 
employers, volunteers, libraries 
and community groups, to make 
a positive difference in the lives of 
Tasmanians.

26TEN unites business, community, 
government and individuals in 
a statewide effort to raise adult 
literacy and numeracy levels around 
Tasmania.  Our name comes from 
the 26 letters of the alphabet, and 
the ten digits we use for counting.

The 26TEN 
vision is for 
all Tasmanian 
adults to have 
the literacy and 
numeracy skills 
they need to 
participate fully 
in work and life. 

But for now there are hundreds 
of people who are still trying to 
manage on their own, often hiding 
their challenges with literacy from 
their friends, family and employers.

Maybe you know someone who 
would like support but is reluctant 
to ask for help, or doesn’t know 
where to find it? Make Tasmania 
Reads Week the time you reach 
out and have a 26TEN chat. Use 
26TEN’s practical five-step guide 
to help you have a conversation 
that encourages people to seek the 
help they need to make their life a 
little easier.

Check out the 26TEN chat website 
26tenchat.tas.gov.au or visit 
your local library to find out more. 
There’s also the I300 002 610 
number for people seeking help.

26TEN runs free workshops around 
the state to raise awareness about 
literacy issues and to promote Plain 
English. If you’re an employer, there 
are grants of up to $50,000 for 
projects to lift workplace literacy 
and numeracy skills and 26TEN runs 
free workshops around the state.

http://www.26tenchat.tas.gov.au
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What adult learners 
say about 26TEN

Elizabeth, Hobart

You can have it, as long as you need 
it. It’s not a short time. They will help 
you all the way. And they’re really 
great. So yeah, 26TEN, perfect.

Waylon, Launceston

I can read and write better. I can go 
to the shops and buy my groceries 
knowing the price of each thing. I 
am able to understand my weekly 
budget better. Coming to tutoring 
has made my life so much better.

Julie, Georgetown

After being with 26TEN I feel more 
confident. Because of 26TEN I was 
able to get my L-Plates. I now enjoy 
reading books and reading to my 
grandchildren. 

Brian, Huon Valley 

Don’t wait. Go and do it now. 
26TEN can change your life. 

Mick, Huon Valley

By doing 26TEN I have gained 
more self-confidence in my 
reading, writing and spelling. I’m 
more confident in doing reports 
and paperwork. I’m more capable 
in helping my children with their 
homework. I’m glad I can be a 
good role model at home and at 
work and show people it’s never 
too late to learn how to read, write 
and spell better. My advice is you’re 
never too old to learn something 
new. Never be afraid to ask for help 
because it will be a positive change 
and a better future. 
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Inspiring young 
people through 
books and 
much more
For some young 
people, the thought 
of going to university 
may be daunting, 
but with the right 
introduction, they can 
find that it’s easier 
than they think to be 
part of this world. The 
University of Tasmania 
(UTAS) Library is a key 
partner in Tasmania 
Reads Week and 
aims to be a natural 
extension of the 
community it serves.

THE UTAS LIBRARY AND 
CULTURAL COLLECTIONS TEAM 
works with primary and secondary 
school students to help young 
people get to know the university 
and explore the possibility of 
extending their education  
beyond 18. 

Late in 2022, for example, year 6 
students from Launceston Church 
Grammar School visited the UTAS 
Inveresk Library to enhance their 
study of communities, equal 
opportunities, and accessibility. 
The students were interested 
to learn about how the design, 
collections, artworks, and facilities 
in the new library reflect and cater 
for the needs of both the UTAS 
students and staff, and diverse 
groups within the community. 

The visit also 
encouraged 
future use of  
the library as  
a welcoming 
space for reading 
and learning.
One of the students said, “The 
environment of the library is very 
calm and inviting… you have made 
a community centre for everybody, 
and I am grateful to have such 
a lovely place in Launceston.” 

Another commented, “I really 
enjoyed the opportunity given 
to us to go to UTAS Library. It 
was amazing, learning about the 
books and all of the traditional 
Indigenous artifacts were 
incredible to gaze at. I was trying 
to think how people managed to 
find the tiny shells.”

As a key partner in Tasmania 
Reads Week, the UTAS Library and 
Cultural Collections team, together 
with the School of Humanities 
(English & Writing), College of 
Arts, Education and Law, will be 
running several exciting ‘read, 
listen, and participate’ activities.  

University Librarian Janette Burke 
explains, “We will be asking staff 
and students to put down those 
textbooks and academic journal 
articles and pick up a book written 
by a Tasmanian author, so we 
can all read one book together in 
March. The book will be chosen 
by the School of Humanities and 
Library and Cultural Collections. 
We’ll engage with the author and 
put on a chat fest about it.”

There are also plans for discussions 
led by experts in the literary field 
from the School of Humanities on 
the Bookish segment of Evenings 
on ABC Radio Hobart, and for 
a social media event with Kate 
Bagnall, Course Coordinator for 
Family History, about reading 
historical documents. 
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Library 
team picks

What do librarians read when they’re off duty? We asked Libraries 
Tasmania staff for their recommendations. Crime, adventure, family drama, 
cookery and picture books are just some of the titles the teams love.

IF YOU WANT A GOOD BOOK, 
ask someone who works in a library. 
Most people read well, read widely 
and are only too happy to share 
their favourites. These are the 
books the Libraries Tasmania teams 
came up with for Tasmania Reads 
Week, in alphabetical order, of 
course. Drop into your local library 
to borrow a copy or download an 
eBook from the website.

Bridport Library 

The previous books in the Thursday 
Murder Club series by Richard 
Osman were full of humour and fun 
with laugh-out-loud moments, so 
we’re recommending the latest in 
the series, The Bullet That Missed. 
The main characters are quirky 
senior citizens, showing no matter 
what age you may be, everyone 
contributes in their own way.

Burnie Library 

We’re reading luwa tara luwa 
waypa. Written by local palawa 
man, Dave mangenner Gough  
to honour his family, ancestors,  
and Country, this story brings 
to life the ancestral spirit and 
enduring strength of the palawa 
people of Lutruwita/Tasmania.  
We read it with respect for people 
and Country.

Kitty Flanagan rules in Devonport.
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Kingston Library went all out for Favel Parrett

Currie Library 

We recommend Notes On An 
Execution by Danya Kukafka 
because it tells the stories of the 
women in the life of a serial-
murderer as opposed to focusing 
solely on the killer himself. It’s an 
emotional ride which often reads 
like a collection of short stories but 
still manages to drive the narrative 
towards its tragic ending.

Devonport Library

488 Rules of Life by Kitty Flanagan. 
What’s not to love? Her favourite 
food is soup, her favourite pet is 
her dishwasher and she has written 
the definitive guide to modern life.  
She tackles the big issues, such as 
how to correctly cut an orange and 
what to do with a public marriage 
proposal. Finally, the rules we have 
all been waiting for.

George Town  
Community Hub 

Sea Country, the 
award-winning 
picture book 
by Tasmanian 
Aboriginal Elder 

Aunty Patsy Cameron, illustrated by 
Lisa Kennedy, is the pick from the 
George Town team. Here, the library 
is co-located with the Children and 
Family Learning Centre, so this is the 
perfect book for both.

Glenorchy Library and 
Glenorchy City Council 
26TEN 

A book to symbolise 
our team is Sally 
Wise’s The Comfort 
Bake. It has a 
beautiful range 
of recipes that 

warm the heart and nourish the 
soul.  Sally Wise says, ‘From my 
perspective, the greatest thing 
about baking is the capacity to 
brighten someone’s day.’ 

Huonville Library

Denise Picton’s 
The Family String 
is centred around 
Dorcas; outspoken, 
somewhat 
precocious, with 

dreams and aspirations. It’s about a 
dysfunctional family with complex, 
interesting and likeable characters. 
Although set in the 1960s, it’s very 
relatable to us today.  

Kingston Library

We chose Past the Shallows by 
Tasmanian-born Favel Parrett. 
Set on the remote south coast of 
Tasmania, it’s the story of a young 
family being brought up in harsh 
conditions with a father whose 
moods are as unpredictable as 

the often unforgiving waters he 
fishes. Favel describes the remote 
areas of Southern Tasmania with 
precise detail and knowledge of 
its absolute beauty and its extreme 
ruggedness. 

Launceston Library

It’s a classic and for good  
reason, Pride and Prejudice  
by Jane Austen. 

Ringarooma Library 

Windows by Patrick and Jonathon 
Bentley was written during the 
height of the COVID-19 pandemic 
when we craved human touch  
and couldn’t embrace each other. 
This picture book captures the 
feeling perfectly.

St Helens Library 

A fantasy book that has it all, 
Greek gods, heroes, magic and 
monsters. Circe by Madeline Miller 
is an enthralling read (and very 
useful information for trivia nights). 
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Smithton Library team goes for recipes

St Marys Library 

Young Tasmanian 
author Robbie 
Arnott has come 
up with a gripping 
plot for his book 
The Rain Heron. 

Set in a version of Tasmania, this 
is magic realism entwined with an 
environmental message for us all.

Scottsdale Library 

With so many people looking 
at staycations, the Camping 
guide to Tasmania by Craig Lewis 
and Cathy Savage gives you 
interesting places to stay in your 
home state. This book describes 
camping sites and the amenities 
available right across Tasmania.

Smithton Library

As big fans of Poh Ling Yeow, 
we’re very excited about her 
newest book, What I cook when 
nobody’s watching. This book 
has something for everyone with 
delicious recipes, gardening 
and household tips, insights 
and personal stories from Poh. 
Accompanied by gorgeous 
illustrations and photographs,  
this book is full of inspiration.

Wynyard Library

The best book we’ve ever read 
about how the brain works is 
Dear You, Love From Your Brain, 
by Karen Young, illustrated by 
Norvile Dovidonyte. Through 
beautiful cartoon illustrations, we 
learn about neurotransmitters (our 
special messengers) and amygdala 
(our very own protective warrior) 
in a way that makes it easy for kids 
and adults to understand why we 
feel the way we feel. 

Whitemark Library

Kanalaritja: An Unbroken  
String is a wonderful publication 
based on a Tasmanian Museum 
and Art Gallery exhibition 
honouring the cultural practice  
of Tasmania Aboriginal shell 
stringing from our island,  
as well as mainland Tasmania.

Not to be outdone, Libraries 
Tasmania’s IT support team 
recommended The woman in the 
library by Sulari Gentill, because 
the list needed an entertaining 
whodunnit set in a library, and the 
26TEN team picked Roddy Doyle’s 
Dead Man Talking.

And finally, West Coast Libraries, 
in Queenstown, Rosebery, Strahan 
and Zeehan, took the ultimate 
step of creating their own book for 
Tasmania Reads Week Letters to 
Learoy – the great adventure!  
“The book tells the tale of Learoy 
and his adventures with the 
children and families across this 
vast region; showcasing how 
resourceful, inventive and creative 
we are in creating our own sense 
of fun, love of storytelling and 
sense of belonging.”

Tasmanians are well  
served for public  
libraries. We have 45  
around the state, some  
in schools, some in  
heritage buildings,  
some in purpose-built 
centres. Together,  
these house more  
than half a million  
print books for users  
to borrow, with another 
100,000 eBooks for 
online loans. It’s not 
surprising that our 
libraries have around  
2.3 million visits a year 
and 20 per cent of 
Tasmanians have signed 
up as library members.
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The IT team chose  
a library mystery

How the brain works 
from Wynyard

Significant cultural practices
are celebrated at Whitemark
on Flinders Island
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We love 
Country
For Tasmania Reads Week, we are proud to 
share this preview of the book We love Country.

IN 2021, the Aboriginal Education Services and Early Learning teams in 
what is now the Department for Education, Children and Young People 
decided to do something about the need for books written by Aboriginal 
people for very young children with a Tasmanian focus. The collaboration 
brought together three proud Aboriginal women who wrote a book about 
sharing and passing on their knowledge and artists who could portray the 
beauty of Lutruwita/Tasmania through images.

Authors Leanne Pelikan, Kylie Dickson and Nicole Smith (whose mobs are 
from NSW, Victoria and Tasmania), wrote this story about Nanna showing 
her grandchildren (and the reader) how they connect with Country. Artists 
Jamin and Luke Emmerton, of Aboriginal and Māori descent, provided the 
wonderful illustrations.

The book will be available to borrow through 
Libraries Tasmania and to read or watch 
online, but the publisher has given us 
permission to share a few pages with you  
for Tasmania Reads Week.

We love Country features native animals, plants, places and 
explores Country using our senses. It is available to borrow 
through libraries across Tasmania, read or watch online at 
greatstart.tas.gov.au.

http://greatstart.tas.gov.au
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Screech and Scratch, two yellow-tailed black cockatoos 
can be spotted throughout the story

Artists Jamin and Luke Emmerton 
creating the artworks

Authors Leanne Pelikan, Kylie Dickson and Nicole Smith
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Join Nanna and her 
grandchildren as they share 
their connection to Country

“What is Country?” we ask.“What is Country?” we ask.
Nanna says it’s everything around us.  Nanna says it’s everything around us.  
What we smell, we taste, we feel, we hear and we see.What we smell, we taste, we feel, we hear and we see.

Nanna says it’s our connection to our Old People.Nanna says it’s our connection to our Old People.

Our Old Our Old PeoplePeople looked after this Country. looked after this Country.
Nanna says that we should too.Nanna says that we should too.

We love Country!We love Country!



Talking and reading 
are superpowers. 
They set children up 
for life and work.
Families can help their kids by talking and 
reading with them every day.

Practical ideas and activities can be found  
on the Let’s Talk and Great Start websites.

Both websites are designed for Tasmanian families. 

Let’s Talk 
For families with children birth to 18 years

Find activities, tips and videos about talking and reading at: 

talk.tas.gov.au

Whether you have a baby or a teen, the Let’s Talk website 
will help families get more talking and reading into each day.

Great Start 
For families with young children birth to 8 years

Explore free activities, fun play ideas, and find out about 
the amazing development happening as children grow at:  

greatstart.tas.gov.au

Families can also find Information about free sessions and 
programs offered across Tasmania including Launching into 
Learning and Child and Family Learning Centres. 

Tip for  
reading  
at home
Start reading books  
to your kids when they  
are babies. If they aren’t  
babies any more, it’s  
never too late to start.

Find more tips at:  
talk.tas.gov.au/
why-is-reading-so-
important/ 

http://talk.tas.gov.au
https://greatstart.tas.gov.au/
https://talk.tas.gov.au/why-is-reading-so-important/
https://talk.tas.gov.au/why-is-reading-so-important/
https://talk.tas.gov.au/why-is-reading-so-important/
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Give your kids 
a reading start
Many of us start reading without too much 
trouble. We probably don’t even remember how 
we did it. For others, reading can be difficult. It’s a 
complex process. If you are a parent or carer, you 
may be watching the reading journey of your child 
and wondering what you can do to help.

IN TASMANIAN GOVERNMENT 
SCHOOLS, reading is a key focus 
area for 2023. Whether your child 
is learning how to read or building 
up their reading skills, teachers will 
be using a consistent approach 
to ensure all Tasmanian young 
people become confident readers. 

For some kids, especially those 
who are reluctant or uninterested 
in reading, school is the place 
where you have to read. At home, 
you want to create a space where 
your kids read because they want 
to. This reading is just as important 
as the reading they do at school.

Help your child figure out 
what they love to read

Home readers and textbooks 
are useful tools for learning. But 
sometimes they can be a turn-off 

for reluctant readers. If your child is 
struggling with ‘school reading’, try 
boosting their reading confidence 
with fun reading at home.

What are your kids interested 
in? Superheros, sport, computer 
games, fairies or fashion? 
Help your child find books 
and magazines that explore 
their interests. When they are 
genuinely interested in what they 
are reading, reading becomes a 
pleasure, not a chore.

Don’t stop reading  
aloud to them

The benefits of reading aloud 
to babies, toddlers and young 
children are huge. These benefits 
don’t stop when your child can 
read by themselves. Offer to read 
books to your kids for as long as 
they will let you. This is also a great 
way to introduce books to your 
kids that might be too challenging 
for them to read by themselves. 
When you listen to a book, you 
are still learning new words and 
getting involved in the story.

If your teenagers think reading 
aloud is for little kids, tell them that 
many adults actually prefer to listen 
to audiobooks rather than reading 
the printed page. 

Talk to your kids about  
what they are reading 

“Did you know that hamsters’ 
teeth never stop growing?” One 
of the great joys of reading books 
is talking about them afterwards. 
Whether it’s a crazy hamster fact 
or analysing the unexpected 
ending of a story, talking to your 
kids about what they are reading 
is a powerful way to boost their 
reading brain. It’s also good to 
talk to them about what you are 
reading. This shows that reading 
isn’t just something people do a 
school, it’s a lifelong habit.

Walter, year 2, likes reading books 
with lots of interesting facts
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Celebrate all reading

When we think about reading, we 
often imagine someone curling 
up with a book on the couch. 
But most of us are reading all day 
every day, from text messages to 
instructions to maps and menus. 
This is still reading. And it’s usually 
essential to our everyday life.

Take a moment to notice all the 
reading you do in your day and talk 
to your kids about it. Notice the 
everyday reading they do.

If your kids are obsessed with 
video games, there are many, 
like Minecraft, that require lots 
of reading; celebrate this, it’s 
still reading. If you have junior 
masterchefs in the house, 
celebrate their recipe reading and 
the new words they learn along 
the way as they sift, sauté and 
steam. If cooking isn’t their thing, 
even reading the TV guide or the 
Footy Fixture is still reading.

Show them how they need 
reading for everyday life

If your teenager can’t see the point 
in practising their reading, get 
them to help you read the next 
form that needs to be filled in. 

Whether it’s setting up a bank 
account or reading the terms and 
conditions, some language in 
everyday reading can be dense 
and complicated. It’s never too 
early to start practising.

If they “don’t need to read” 
because they want a hands-on job, 
suggest they read some resumés 
in preparation for writing their 
own. Remind them that they need 
reading to get their driver’s licence 
and become qualified in many 
technical and trade-based jobs.

Let them have  
a reading break

In high school, students can be 
asked to do a lot of reading as 
part of their coursework. It’s okay 
if they need a break from reading 
at home. When they have some 
brain space, suggest they try an 
audiobook or a magazine to get 
them back into reading.

Even younger kids need a reading 
break at times. It’s okay to have a 
day off. Sometimes they will just be 
too tired or need to let off steam 
with a more physical activity.

Ask your child’s teacher  
for help and advice

Every child develops at their own 
rate. Some will start reading earlier 
than others. Try not to compare 
your child with what other kids are 
doing. But if you are concerned 
about your child’s reading, talk to 
their teacher about it.

For more tips and information 
about reading at home and to 
watch videos with Harry, Walter, 
Jaydah, Indii and Billie, go to  
talk.tas.gov.au

Harry, in prep, enjoys having 
his mum and dad read Roald 
Dahl’s George’s Marvellous 
Medicine aloud.

Sisters Kaylah and Indii, years 4 and 5, are fans of the Diary of a Wimpy Kid 
series by Jeff Kinney and the graphic novel series Dog Man by Dav Pilkey.

Billie, year 9, enjoys novels that 
tackle real life issues such as racism 
and oppression in books like The 
Hate You Give by Angie Thomas.

http://www.talk.tas.gov.au
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New app gives students 
access to thousands of titles 
on their own device 
In November 2022, Tasmania 
became the first state to introduce 
a statewide eBook platform, 
giving 60,000 students in nearly 
200 government schools from 
prep to year 12 the ability to 
browse thousands of curated, age-
appropriate books using an app on 
their devices.

Minister for Education, Children 
and Youth, the Honourable 
Roger Jaensch MP, launched the 
app at Rose Bay High School, 
explaining that, “The Tasmanian 
Liberal Government is committed 
to ensuring all students, no 
matter their background or 
circumstances, have access to a 

quality education to give them the 
best start to life. Our Government 
recognises that no matter what you 
aspire to do or be, reading and 
literacy skills will help you get there 
– they are building blocks for life.

“There are millions 
of incredible books 
out there, and 
there’s a perfect 
book for everyone.”
The OverDrive Sora app gives 
learners access to school and 
public library collections for the 
latest and most popular eBooks, 
eAudiobooks, digital magazines, 
comics, graphic novels and  
early readers. 

Find out more on the Libraries 
Tasmania website libraries.tas.
gov.au/educationtasmaniasora

Minister for Education, Children and Youth, Roger Jaensch MP 
(second from left) with the Libraries Tasmania Sora team at the launch

http://libraries.tas.gov.au/educationtasmaniasora
http://libraries.tas.gov.au/educationtasmaniasora
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Books 
behind 
bars
Have you ever read a book to a child? If you 
have, you will know how special this time is  
for the child and the reader. Prisoners miss this 
opportunity to read books with their children 
while incarcerated. 

TO HELP MAINTAIN THE 
PARENT-CHILD BOND  
Libraries Tasmania staff deliver a 
program in the Risdon prison where 
prisoners can record themselves 
reading a book for their child. The 
recording is edited with software 
by a prisoner worker and put onto 
a CD. The CD and the actual book 
that their parent read are sent to the 
prisoner’s child for them to keep. 

Prisoners highly value the Books 
on CD sessions as the service 
allows them to maintain a 
connection with their child while 
they are in Risdon prison. Children 
can listen to their parent’s voice 
reading the book and as often 

as they like. Prisoners tell us how 
their children listen to their CD 
every night before going to sleep, 
and it helps to keep that special 
bond alive. The book and CD 
also become common ground 
for parent and child, providing 
meaningful topics for discussion 
when they speak on the phone 
or visit. For prisoners who have a 
difficult or distant relationship with 
their child the program provides 
a gentle and positive way to make 
contact with their child.

In the words of a female prisoner: 
“I do a lot of the Books on CD for 
my daughter. I’ve found this really 
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beneficial. She’s six years old and 
we used to do a lot of reading at 
home. So now she’s still getting 
that sense that I’m reading with 
her by hearing my voice and she 
can sit there and read the book. 
So, it’s actually made us feel 
connected… especially when I’m 
from Launceston and I’m down 
here (at Risdon).  

“Today I did two books for my 
boys. I haven’t spoken to them in 
a while, and I thought this might 
be a way of communicating with 
them without pushing myself onto 
them. So, to whoever has come up 
with this program I think it’s been 
a fabulous idea and I think a lot of 
the girls in here benefit from this… 
It’s been really awesome to do this 
for my kids, so thank you.”

The Books on CD program also 
contributes to improving literacy 
skills for prisoners. The service 
is provided for all prisoners, 
and sometimes they may not be 
able to read particular words, 
sections, or even the whole book. 
Libraries Tasmania staff provide 
support for the reading, and the 
recording is edited so that the 
words heard are only from the 
child’s parent. These situations 
provide opportune moments for 
discussions about further literacy 
support options while they are in 
prison and upon release. 

Libraries Tasmania provide literacy 
skills sessions for prisoners and 
can refer them to ongoing support 
at their local library when they 
leave prison. 

Being able to 
read a book for 
their own child is 
often the trigger 
for a prisoner to 
try to improve 
their reading and 
writing skills. 
On a final note, the program 
gives prisoners the opportunity 
to give something meaningful to 
their child, at a time when they 
are unable to give much. They 
can choose the book from a wide 

range of books Libraries Tasmania 
supplies that is appropriate to the 
child’s age and interests. Prisoners 
often use the program to send a 
book for a child’s birthday, and at 
special times like Christmas.

Libraries Tasmania has also set 
up a book group in the Mary 
Hutchinson Women’s Prison.  
Since July 2022, the group has 
been meeting on a weekly basis.  
With an open membership policy, 
women are able to opt in and out 
as they please.

The women prisoners have 
enthusiastically embraced this 
opportunity with about a third 
of the prisoners participating in 
the sessions. Bringing the group 
together to discuss the current 
book over a cuppa and a chat has 
fostered a feeling of camaraderie 
and sense of normality, irrespective 
of their reading ability.

The CD and picture book are sent home so  
it’s still mum’s or dad’s voice at story time.
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Top tips for  
2023 bestsellers 

Like libraries, Tasmania’s new and second-hand 
bookshops are a magnet for readers. Despite 
the challenges from global online bookstores 
and superstores, independent bookshops in the 
state are thriving. We talked to four booksellers 
– from Fuller’s, Petrarch’s, Quixotic Books and 
State Bookstore – who are planning events and 
activities for Tasmania Reads Week.

Introducing our booksellers

If you’re a keen reader who likes 
to borrow and buy books, you will 
most likely have dropped into one 
or both of Petrarch’s in Launceston 
and Fuller’s in Hobart, two of the 
best-known bookshops in the 
state. They’re a much-loved and 
necessary part of the fabric of the 
book industry in Tasmania.

Fuller’s on Collins Street, Hobart, 
has been in business for 102 years. 
Today, it’s known for its book 
launches, readings, book clubs, 
events and very popular café. 
Petrarch’s on Brisbane Street, 
Launceston, has been a family 
business for 37 years, now run by 
brothers Marcus and Andy Durkin. 
Andy says, “Launceston is a big 
reading community and we’re well 
supported by multi-generational 
readers from the same families 
who’ve used us all this time.”

Two more recent additions to the 
scene are State Bookstore and 
Quixotic Books. Sarah James and 
the team at State Bookstore love 
being part of the North Hobart 

buzz. Located in the State Cinema 
and close to restaurants, shops 
and bars, they’re part of a great 
day or evening out. “With the café, 
cinema and bookshop, we’re a 
destination and a great place for an 
extended adventure. We also have 
a larger focus on giftware, making 
us a great place to grab a book, 
but also maybe a beautiful candle 
or soap.”

Toby Wools Cobb runs a different 
kind of bookshop from his first-floor 
premises in the heart of Launceston. 
It’s not a rare books shop but a 
curated collection of historic titles, 
with fiction arranged by century. 
He says, “Quixotic Books promotes 

Sarah James
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curious reading by specialising 
in books that are hard to find.” In 
addition to selling off-the-shelf, Toby 
also tracks down books people 
can’t find, “I help people connect 
with that long-lost book that meant 
something special to them but is out 
of print and has disappeared from 
the shelves and the web.”

Reading trends

In the face of tough competition 
from other retailers, local 
independent booksellers like these 
put much of their success down to 
knowing their customers’ reading 
habits intimately and being on top 
of market trends. So we asked our 
four very different booksellers to tell 
us what’s happening in their stores. 

Dr Tim Jarvis, Managing Director of 
Fuller’s says, “The biggest change 
over the last few years has been 
an increasing focus on Tasmanian 
writing. Last year, eight of our 10 
bestsellers were Tasmanian. People 
are just loving the local talent we 
have to offer.” Sarah agrees, “We’re 
also seeing more and more local 
fiction being popular, and there’s 
a focus on memoirs and Australian 
non-fiction.”

Andy says, “We’re readers 
ourselves and we’re seeing 
changes first-hand. There are 
definitely more books written 
from diverse views, backgrounds 
and points of view. Literature is 

getting much more inclusive. The 
COVID-19 lockdown has seen more 
people embrace wellbeing books.” 
Sarah adds, “Dystopian stories are 
being more and more popular, and 
perhaps that’s a reflection on the 
world currently.”

Toby also credits COVID-19 with 
influencing trends. He believes 
there is a growing interest in books 
applying concepts of mythology 
in psychology and sociology. “I 
think COVID-19, being a shared 
experience for everyone around 
the globe, has piqued people’s 
interests in universal narratives 
like mythologies, Carl Jung, and 
Joseph Campbell.”

What’s next

For 2023, Toby sees three exciting 
subgenres gaining traction: 
mythopoeia, where writers 
create an artificial or fictionalised 
mythology; Cli-Fi fiction exploring 
the effects of climate change on 
society, and metatextual mysteries, 
with writers who ‘play’ with their 
readers through their book. 

Sarah suggests we look out for 
poetry, “There seems to be a bunch 
of great new poets on the scene, 
Dropbear was super popular.”

Tim says, “We’ve seen a few 
titles on the horizon coming from 
Tasmanian Aboriginal communities, 
which we’re very excited about.”

Ones to watch

Toby recommends Tim  
Slade’s poetry, Shirley Patton’s 
historical fiction, and Cameron 
Hindrum’s novel The Sand as 
works by increasingly popular 
Tasmanian writers. 

For the others, Robbie Arnott, 
author of Flames, Limberlost, and 
The Rain Heron was on everyone’s 
list as a developing Tasmanian 

writer, whose body of work doesn’t 
fail to impress. Both Tim and Sarah 
also recommend Adam Ouston’s 
Waypoints. Tim talks about “a trio 
of emerging writers doing amazing 
things: Robbie Arnott, Ben Walter, 
and Adam Ouston, who have long 
collaborated with each other, and 
are now exploding onto the scene.”

Sarah and the team at State 
Bookstore love Brendan Colley’s 
Signal Line, while the Durkins 
say to “look out for Adam 
Thompson’s Born into This and 
Nicholas Clements’ historical 
offerings focusing on Tasmania’s 
First Nations Battles.” Andy goes 
on, “We cannot wait to celebrate 
local authors’ new releases Graft 
by Maggie Mackellar, a memoir 
set in Tasmania, on motherhood, 
farming, nature and home;  
The Collected Regrets of Clover 
by Mikki Brammer, a hopeful, 
insightful and utterly beautiful 
story about living our best life 
with no regrets; Claire Van Ryan’s 
The Secrets of the Huon Wren, 
set among the picturesque Huon 
Valley apple orchards with a tragic 
love story at its heart.”

Bookshops around Tasmania 
are gearing up for 2023 to be 
another great year for local 
writers. Go into any one of these 
stores and you’re sure to find 
something new and different  
for Tasmania Reads Week.Toby Wools Cobb

Marcus Durkin 
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Advocates for 
stories, books 
and reading
A bunch of well-known advocates will be talking 
about reading during Tasmania Reads Week – 
what it means to them, how important it is and 
the joy of discovering and rediscovering books. 
Here are a few of the faces and the kinds of 
comments you will see on social media and at 
real world events.

BEST-SELLING AUSSIE-NOIR 
AUTHOR KYLE PERRY SAYS, 
“I have a vivid memory one 
Christmas of my childhood of 
getting a bunch of gift vouchers for 
the Burnie bookshop. I loved those 
books so much, I can’t even put a 
finger on why! But that experience 
unlocked something in me. I’d 
always been an avid reader but 
after that I threw myself into books, 
every night I’d stay up reading, 
and I’ve never looked back. It used 
to be common in our extended 
family that if you wanted to make 
Kyle happy, buy him a book, it 
didn’t matter what book.”

Creator of the hugely popular Ella 
and Olivia series Yvette Poshoglian, 
whose latest book for young people 
Dear Greta is out now, explains, 
“Reading has the power to 
transport a reader to another time, 
or another place, or step into the 
shoes of a hero on a wild journey.  
I surround myself with books – they 
are in every room in the house. 
I read absolutely everything 
– children’s books, novels, 
cookbooks, sports biographies, 

historical non-fiction - it all depends 
on the story. I’m learning a lot 
about the first owners of Lutruwita 
at the moment and reading lots of 
Tasmanian authors, too.

“Reading is a 
great muscle for 
strengthening your 
imagination - the 
more I read, the more 
I can imagine other 
worlds and stories.

“I’ve written lots of different types 
of stories – action, adventure, spy 
stories, sports stories, historical 
fiction in a diary format and even 
a whole book written in emails. 
Reading widely inspires me to try 
different types of writing. I’m not 
sure what’s next!”

Minnie Darke, alter-ego of 
internationally acclaimed 
Tasmanian writer Danielle Wood 
(Star-crossed, The Lost Love Song 
and With Love from Wish & Co), 
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Heather Roselibraries.tas.gov.au/Allport

Danielle Wood  
(Minnie Darke)

Yvette  
Poshoglian

Kyle Perry

Hannah Moloney



speaks of her awe of the book 
world, “If you think about it deeply 
enough, you start to realise that 
the whole business of writing and 
reading is a kind of magic. Using 
only 26 letters of the alphabet, 
a handful of punctuation marks 
and some white space, writers 
can create literally anything. Not 
only that, but they can transmit 
whatever they create to the minds 
of other people … people who 
might be separated from them 
by great distances of space or 
time. It’s magic. I love the sending 
(writing) and the receiving 
(reading). I love every part of it.”

Gardening Australia presenter, 
Good Life Permaculture Director 
and author Hannah Moloney, 

agrees with the others, “I like 
reading because it expands my 
mind, stretches my heart and 
deepens my understanding of 
the world and all the living things 
in it.”

Heather Rose has been described 
as a master of the contemporary 
realist novel and her book, Bruny, 
has catapulted the tiny island to 
international fame. She says, “I 
discovered my passion for books 
as a child in the Hobart State 
Library. Reading is my quiet place, 
my inspiration, my education.”

And finally, the multi-talented 
Meg Bignell, author, performer, 
farmer and mum, says “I always 
loved reading for the worlds it 

could take me to without leaving 
my bedroom. Now I also love it 
for how it has so reliably exercised 
my imagination, extended 
my vocabulary and given me 
enough grammatical know-how 
to be playful with language and 
sometimes break the rules.”
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The Tasmanian Library Advisory Board is established under the Libraries  
Act 1984 to advise the Minister and the Secretary about library matters.  
At a meeting in Devonport late last year, members of the Board picked some 
titles from the library shelves to share their love of reading.

Suzanne Martin Jan Butler

Meg Bignell

Mary Lijnzaad

Jen Fitzgerald Jan Richards AM Councillor Beth Warren
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