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   Host an Our Island Stories Book Chat
this year’s Book Chat for Tasmania Reads is based on the question “What is one book you would take to a desert island?” and encourages readers to reflect on their all-time favourite stories.
For many people, finding the right book can be challenging. Returning to the books you love can reignite your enthusiasm and inspire you to explore more stories.
What is a Book Chat?
A Book Chat is a gathering where people share book suggestions, celebrate favourite authors and discuss bookish things. They’re a great way inspire people to read more and spark conversations about reading. 
Everyone is welcome at a Book Chat, no matter what genre or format they read. A Book Chat celebrates all forms of reading. It could be magazines, manga, comic books, audiobooks, picture books, novels or video game guides. Acceptance, joy, and inclusion should be at the core of your Book Chat planning, messaging and activities.
What a Book Chat is not
A Book Chat is not a book club. Participants are not expected to have read the same book or follow a prepared discussion guide. Instead, you can talk about any book you want – your favourite book, what you’re reading right now or what you want to read.
How to host a Book Chat
Hosting a Book Chat is easy. The most important thing is to keep people comfortable, engaged and inspired. Some things to think about when planning your Book Chat are:
Who is hosting? You need someone to keep the conversation flowing and on track. This person can lead a formal discussion or act in a more casual role and make sure everyone is engaged.
Who is it for? Is it aimed at adults or children or young people, or a mix? Is it a public event, or just for staff or other group?
When will it be? Will it be at lunch time, after work or as part of a staff morning tea?
Will there be food and drink? Decide if you will ask people to bring a plate, organise catering or provide tea and coffee. Food and drink can break the ice and get the conversation flowing.
What will the format be? Will you have one large group, break into smaller groups or maybe have fun and do a Book Chat Speed Date format?
Tips for your Book Chat 
Feel free to use fun props, such as chatterboxes or a small display of books, to help start the conversations, or keep the setup simple if you prefer. Providing example questions or prompts can also help people start their own conversations. Some good starter questions are: 
What book would you take to a desert island?
What stories have stayed with you since childhood?
What is one story you always re-read and why?
What is your favourite book of all time and why?
What is your favourite genre and why?
If you could meet an author, who would it be?
If you could live in any book, what would it be and why?
Which book feels like “home” to you?
If you could read any story again for the first time, what would it be?
What Tasmanian story has meant something special to you?
If you could enter any book for one day, which book would you choose?

Once the conversation is going, let it flow. If you need to guide the conversation, here are some helpful follow-up questions:
What moment from this book stayed with you?
Was there a character you particularly connected with?
What drew you to this book?
How did you discover this book?
Is there something about the story that keeps you returning to it?
Has the book’s meaning changed for you over time?
Share how your Book Chat went
After your Book Chat is finished, let us know how it went! Send an email to tasmania.reads@libraries.tas.gov.au with details or a photo if you want. You could also tag @librariestasmania on Facebook or Instagram and use the hashtag #TasmaniaReads.
If you’ve read everything on your shelf, explore Tasmania’s largest bookshelf at Libraries Tasmania. Membership is free. Join today at libraries.tas.gov.au/join
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